
 

 

Financial Services  
Lancaster High School Academy of Finance Course Outline 

Mr. Dixon: sdixon@lancasterschools.org 
This course gives students an overview of banks and other financial services companies. It introduces students 
to the origins of money and banking and examines the early history of banking in the United States. Students 
study the financial services industry and the types of companies it includes in depth. They learn about the 
services offered by such companies and analyze the ways these companies earn profits. Finally, students 
examine careers in financial services. 

Major Projects 
History of Money - Although everyone is familiar with money, few can explain exactly what 
it is or how it works.  Therefore, we will explore its use throughout time starting with the 
barter economy and ending with a prediction for money in our future. 

Hamilton or Jefferson - Our founding fathers had numerous disagreements for which 
compromise didn’t always occur such as the role of banking in the United States.  Teams 
will propose solutions to the financial dilemma created by Hamilton and Jefferson and then 
compare their proposal to the actual outcome which took over 100 years to develop.  

Living Lancaster Life - Discover how to handle your personal finances as well as save 
toward financial goals once you begin living on your own.  

MoneySkill Mania - Master the basics of financial well-being for your life in areas such as 
employment, housing, education, transportation, marriage, family and retirement. 
(www.moneyskill.org)  

Savings Challenge - Students choose a realistic and relevant savings goal to be reached 
before the end of the school year by making PERSONAL effort & sacrifice to discover  
the importance of discipline when saving 

Financial Literacy for All - Working together with a team, prepare a proposal to be 
delivered to advisory board members and the student credit union of two financial services 
products that will both meet the needs of the student community and be financially 
sustainable.. 
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In the classroom 
Assignments & Absences 

This is a (mostly) paperless class.  All assignments are provided in Google Classroom and are 
therefore accessible from any mobile device or PC.  If a student is absent he/she is expected 
to check their classroom assignment and have it completed by its due date.  

 

Notes 
All classroom notes are completed within Google Keep and checked every 5 weeks. 

If a student is absent he/she is expected to obtain notes from either (a) another student via 
“share” or (b) notes pages provided in Google Classroom.  

Grading Policy 
Career Readiness Soft skills practice and career development activities to include 

Academy of Finance dress-for-success, meetings, workshops, etc.  

College Readiness Vocabulary, assignments, Google Keep notes, etc. 

Project Learning Each unit culminates with hand-on, relevant project learning and 

usually includes a demonstration or presentation of student work. 

 

https://classroom.google.com/u/0/h
https://www.google.com/keep/

